BITE INTO THE CORE

A Dramatic Dialogue
(Setting: An academic office at Fairfield University.

Dramatis Personae:

Prof. Ignatius:

Caitlyn Meghan Flynn)
CAITLYN: [Knocks on door.]

Excuse me, Professor Ignatius.  I know these aren’t your posted office hours, but would you have a moment to answer a few questions?

PROFESSOR:

Of course, Caitlyn.  Advising is the most important part of my job.  I always have time for students.  But I do have to leave by 3:00, or I’ll miss drinks at the Faculty Core retreat.  What can I do for you?

CAITLYN:

I was wondering if you’d write me into your class.
PROFESSOR:

Maybe.  Which class?
CAITLYN:

The one that meets Tuesday and Friday at 11:00.

PROFESSOR:

You mean, you don’t know what the course is that you’re asking me to write you into?

CAITLYN:

Well, I know I need another Philosophy class, and that one fits my schedule.

PROFESSOR:
You know, Katelyn, ideally you’d be choosing your classes based on your interest in their content rather than simply on their time codes.

CAITLYN:

Look.  I’m a Psych major, and it’s really hard.  I have a lot of classes to take for my major.  I just want to finish off the Core so that I can concentrate on my major.  I mean, what is the Core, anyway?
PROFESSOR:

At the beginning of the Fairfield University experience, students are encouraged to take an active role in their education and in particular in their choices of classes and fields of study.  The initial and foundational step in this educational process is the student’s engagement with the Core curriculum.  The core is set of requirements drawing on the various disciplines that make up the heart of the traditional liberal education and of the contemporary university.  This set of courses embodies the Jesuit goal of educating the whole person and preparing leaders for an increasingly dynamic and complex world.

The Core courses include some required courses that lay the foundation for future learning, but students also have the freedom to explore their own intellectual passions within the wide range of courses.  The Core exposes students to different ways of asking questions that will foster intellectual curiosity, empower students to see the world and its problems from a number of often unfamiliar perspectives, and fulfill the Jesuit educational mission of creating men and women for others.  

CAITLYN:

Oh, now I understand, Professor.  Thank you!

