Olympians
The Core: FAQs

It’s more than a set of distribution requirements, it’s an opportunity!

1. Where does the core come from?
The Ratio Studiorum provides the foundation for the core curriculum.  Renaissance ideas were used by Jesuit scholars to break ideas into individual disciplines based on the notion that wisdom is cultivated through the pursuit of knowledge.

2. Why do we have the core?
Fairfield believes in the education of the whole person.  An educated person can’t be narrow-minded in his or her own discipline, particularly in the global environment of today’s world.  We are committed to fostering broad-based thinking.

3. How will the core help me, what can I get out of the core?
You will learn about the ever more complex world around us – the core helps you to discern, to be a respectful thinker, and to be educated as a whole person.  Through the core experience, students are encouraged to consider ideas in all of their complexity and as a result are prepared to make good decisions.

4. How do I make the most of my core experience?  What are my responsibilities?
You should not be a passive participant in your core experience

You should be an open-minded, critical thinker, ready to ask new questions and to critique answers presented by others.

You should not just be a consumer, you should be a contributor to the development of core ideas and questions.

