______________________________________________________________ 
Assignment #1 – MPA 430

The Role of Nonprofits in U.S. Society
Due: 5/25
______________________________________________________________ 

The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize you the data that is available on charities, and how that information can be used to determine what it is a particular organization does, and how effective it is in its mission. In addition, the parallel provision of social goods by both the government and nonprofits will be introduced.
Choose from one of the following societal issues in the U.S.:

· Homelessness

· Hunger/Food Insecurity

· Availability/Affordability of Medical Care

· Arts/Cultural Development

Use Charity Navigator (www.charitynavigator.org) to identify your charity that addresses the issue you have chosen. 
Go to the lookup function at the IRS website: https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/tax-exempt-organization-search
Locate the charities program expenses, fundraising expenses, total revenue and net revenue. Use these figures to evaluate how effective this organization is. Now look at working capital and endowment figures. What can you say about the indicated longevity of the organization?
Identify a governmental agency that addresses the same concern that your chosen nonprofit focuses on. Compare the approach taken by both the nonprofit and the government agency. How are they different? How do they overlap?

Crowding In refers to linkages that develop between the public and the private provision of services (meshing of activities that make the spending more effective). For the nonprofit you have chosen, is this likely? Conversely, Crowding Out refers to government programs pushing out private philanthropy by assuming a dominant role. Is this evident for the cause and nonprofit you picked?

Explain the advantage of identifiable Crowding In. Are there any disadvantages?

