EC 185 – Regional Economic Development

Mid-term – Fall 2003
Please answer all questions in part I.  You must then choose two questions from part II.  I will only grade the first two you do.  Concentrate on thorough concise answers.  Good Luck!

Part I – 10 points each – Answer each of the questions below in 1-2 paragraphs.  

1.
Briefly explain what Blakely and Bradshaw mean by the “new economy”.  What problems have arisen from the new economy that require a planning response?

2.
The labor market in the U.S. does not look the way it looked 30 years ago.  Briefly describe the structure of the U.S. labor market, and how it differs from that of 3 decades past.
3.
Describe the problems with growth poles, particularly those raised about stadiums, in the article by Ward (If you Build it will they Come?)
4.
What are some of the desirable outcomes of development projects (what are they intended to achieve)?  Briefly explain what Lawless found about the strategies employed by Detroit and Jersey City.
5.
Compare Preactive, Reactive, Contingency and Strategic planning

Part II – 25 points each – Answer 2 of the 3 essay questions below.

1.
Explain what growth poles are.  What is the difference between natural poles and deliberately placed poles?  What do the following terms mean in the context of growth poles:  Linkages, spillovers.  Give two examples of growth poles in Bridgeport, and what they might accomplish.  Use the IYBIWTC article to assess the overall record that communities have with growth poles.

2.
What are the six phases of planning noted by B&B?  If you could go back in time and examine the growth pole strategy used by Bridgeport (e.g. Harbor Yard), describe how the City’s strategy could have been outlined in terms of these six phases.








NEXT->

3.
The problems and opportunities that are specific to Bridgeport have been the focus of both your writing assignments, and a significant part of class lectures.  Explain how each of the following problems has affected, and will affect, development in Bridgeport:



-Labor market changes, particularly the number of manufacturing jobs



-Conditions in the housing market



-Retail and tourism in the central city


Discuss how each of the following is meant to address some of these problems:



-The relocation of HCC to downtown Bridgeport



-The redeployment of the State Police to downtown


-The development of Bridgeport Harbor into a deep-water port


Concentrate on concise, but thorough analysis.
