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EC 185 – Fall 2011
Mid-term Exam

Please answer all questions in Section A.  Then choose two of the three essays in Section B.

Section A – Short Answer – In 4-6 sentences, answer each of the following questions.  Concentrate on short, concise answers that fully answer the question.

1.
What is meant by a price-distance demand relationship as described by Edwards?  Why is it important?
2.
The U.S. economy has undergone a significant transition as a result of globalization and the rise of the “New Economy”.  Describe three important trends that have changed the U.S. economy and affected demand for U.S. workers
3.
Why is Center-Periphery analysis important?  Describe the economics of growth surrounding cities.
4.
Wright and Guy, in their article “Urban Regeneration, Social Inclusion and Large Store Development” examine the issue of food deserts in the UK.  Comment on their analysis of why food deserts occur, and possible solutions to the problem.  Place in the context of Bridgeport’s problems with food deserts.
5.
Distinguish between reactive, proactive, contingency and strategic planning.  Which one is most important when an urban area is dominated by a single large (usually manufacturing) employer?
6.
Approaches to fixing an economic development problem can be external or community-based.  Describe community-based development, and indicate its advantages over government programs that target the same issues.

Section B – Short Essays – Please answer two of the following three questions.
1.
What are growth poles?  Distinguish between the effects of minor “poles” (large public projects), and genuine growth poles in terms of their impacts on economic development.  What major problems did Parr discuss related to the effectiveness of poles?
2.
One of the major tools used by planners in urban areas to address urban decay is the placement of a stadium or museum in a declining area.  Analyze the impact of this strategy.  Include the analysis of Janet Ward in “If you Build it Will They Come?”.  
-Define spillovers and linkages, and indicate which of these is an important side-benefit of stadiums.  Why are the linkages typically so weak?

3.
Define food deserts.  Your answer must include references to transportation, types of foods, and the price-distance cost of food.  What economic factors cause food deserts (you may want to draw upon the reflection piece on Chicago for this)?  Numerous attempt have been made to address food deserts, most of which have met with only partial success. Describe one such effort and its drawback(s).
2

