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Biree timws a week Carol Chiodo, o pert-time

acdult lemer in University Collepe, also becomes
premrt mime, prart gymnast, and part cheerleader. The
ramsformmation takes place when she revs into assistant
teacher mode and begins dransizing the days oral
practice sesson lor iaditional undergrduates new w
the French or lulian language.

“We speals only the tanget langoage in class,”
explains Chivdo, “so students can hear the linguage
in context, practice the sound of the words in their
il and Tearn what those feel like, 11 replicates
the sense of disorientation they would have i they
went 10 the country ‘cold,™ And slie should know. At
age 17, Chivdo raveled o Taly s an exclange student

and stayed lor nearly 20 vears. For financial nesons,

University College student Caral Chiode (center)
extrles energy in an oral prictice session, a5 she
mrakes French come olive for freshmen (t-r) Effecn
Mullen, Francesce Andre, and Jonathan Flores,

Dr. Joel Geldfield {rear), director of the Culpeper
Latiguage Resource Center, established the orol
practice progrost fn 1998,

shie lely college midway throngh for 2 job with an
Dalizm publisher s moved Back to the United
States with her hushaned amd thee children in 2000
Fhree vears ago, she enmolled in Universay
College and resumed the education she had put on
hold. Since then, De. Kathenine Kidd, director of
international smdics, has become a mentar of sorts,



“It was D Kidd who suggested 1 ook into o paid
assistant weacher position in the Department of
Molern Languases aml Litcranres,” she says, “becse
it was becorming difficul to reconcile twition payments
with the family badget.”

While Fairfick] does nor wse such assistant teachers
lor regular clzsses (those are tawght by a professor],
the DMLL relies on these peer student teachers 1o
conduet the oral practice sissions. Altendanee is noet
required, but Fenlty members encourage studenis 1o
immerse themselves

“The program was born out ol 2 need o give
language students mere oral practice,” explains Dr.
Joul Geldficld, dircetar of the Charles E. Calpeper
Langnage Resource Center and an associate professor
in the DMLL, The sessions, which began in spring
1988 15 a pilot in French
only, have blossomed o
inclinde eight of the nine
modern languages ollercd au
Fairfield, And while stadents
are alile to hone their oral
technigques, udvanced sudenis
like Chiodao pet hands-on
teaching expericnce.

Students seeking 1o
become assistant Leachers
attend o worlshop 10 receive
T4 howrs of training, and must
re-aeclition ench vear “When
[ anended the first mining
session, | was Hoomed,” recalls
Chiodo. *Dr. Goldfield puz us
through & mock lesson in Heboow: Iwas wonderfully
disorienting and o grean reminder of what the Kids
[rel when they're beginning a new language,”

Assistant teachers evaliate the students in their
sesshons, but do not grade them. Onaverage, 30 per-
cent af the depaiments 18 wssitant reachers are
international soudenis, and many others are native
spiakers in the language they are waching, Swch was
the case for Xiomarn Morales ') when she signed on
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her junior year. Now o Spanish reacher ar Trumbull
{Conn.} High School, she continues 1o build props,
dress up, draw pictures, and act dibsgs oot in the
course of her class, “Ts o very energetic amd active
way of teaching,” says Morales, “and the method
ingrains the new language in studems’ beads,”

Mot wathouwt elfor.

“Ome of the quickest phrases they leam is ‘non
capisco,’ T dont understand.” says Chiodo. “Bu
thats OK, As 1 make a fool of mysell acting out
things lile ordering food at 2 cale, the students feel
saler 1o ke risks, 1o stretch themselves as they try 1o
get the pist ol what U'm saying, 105 pan cicus, par
Langriage lesson, Bt the circus atmosphere helps
wke the stdens comfortahle™

The dramatic immersion helps them move beyond
ihe mechanics ol language
and come 1@ embrace its cul-
tral context as well. “Elghty
percent of our students say
their number one pricrly is
Tesarning 1o speak a language”
says D Galdlield, noting that
mest are way behind in this
proficiency. “With just ene oral
[FLMCHICE SCRSI0N peT werl,
students close two tremendous
paps = one hetween the abiliny
tor read and listen, the other
o berween the ability o read

and speak.”

Bethany Scalize 07, who

Ieegan stuclying French in
sinth grade, agrees, “Ins very entertaining,” she siys,
“amd At the sane time iy sireiching my mind, ve
invested @ Lot of me and cffort learning French und
1 wanit tos hold onee it These sessions are belping me
do that.” What also may help is her budding plan o
spend pan of next summer in France working with
Valunteers for Peace, “That way” she says, *L may be
uble o learn and serve at the swme Lime.”



