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18. Travels in the Margins of the State:
Everyday Geography in the Ferghana
Valley Borderlands

Madeleine Reeves

“You sece, then we were free. You could travel anywhere you wanted, get on a
train and ride to Moscow if you wanted without even taking your passport
with you! Now you just try! Now [ become a criminal every time { want to
visit my mother. What kind of freedom is that?” Sacdat-opa thumbed her
green Uzbek "citizen's passport” nervously as she spoke.? The pages, full of
the stamps that traced her movement through the newly bordered routes of
the Ferghana Valley, were soft at the edges from frequent checking.

We were waiting for the pages to be scrutinized once again. T was mak-
ing the journey with Saodat-opa and the youngest of her seven children
from the village where she had spent her married life to the childhood
home where her parents and brothers still lived. When Saodat-opa and
her husband, Hkhom-aka, had married thirty years previously, the two-
hundred-kilometer distance separating their respective families was con-
sidered large, but not excessively so. Both husband and wife were in the
first generation of thelr sespective families to get a university education;
they had met as foreign language students in Leninubad (today Khujand,
Tajikistan) and had taken pride in holding a “komsomol” wedding, blend-
ing Brezhnev era innovations {a white dress for the bride, vodka at the
wedding feast) with much older features of the Taiik culture to which they
both subscribed.?

As custom dictated, Saodat-opa left her family bome in the small in-
dustrial town of Komsomolsk, in the Tajik SSR, to live with her husbaad’s
family in his native village in Sokh rayoen {district), in the neighboring
Uzbek republic. Neither of their families considered the fact that they were
from different union republics an obstacle to marriage. Indeed, as peredovye
kadry {“foremost cadres™) who would be among the first W leach foreign
languages in rural Tajik medium schools, their marriage brought pride to
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of the “friendship” {dostlikAdostuk) border post between Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan
just west of Osh in Morgan Liu, Recognizing the Khan: Authority, Space and Po-
ittical Tmagination Among Uzbek Men in Post-Soviet Osh, Kyrgyzstan. PhoD. dis-
sertation, University of Michigan, 2002, 36-43.

26. The real extent of an upward flow of tribute throughout the border control
systern is extremely difficult to assess. It is widely rumored that the “tax” to be-
come a head of a lucrative (ilebnydy post in the Ferghana Valley is several thousand
dollars,

27 Indeed, anyone wanting to travel from Tajikistaneastward theoughsouthern
Kyrgyzstanis obliged to bypass the Sokh enclave altogether, traveling along a rocky
“detour route” (b ezdnaya dorogay that is only passable in summer.

28. Appadurai, 197-2140.

29. David Harvey, The Condition of Postmodernity (Cambridge: Blackwell, 1989}

30, Animpulse, Twould argue, thatis also reflected in a number of internation-
aily sponsored projects commitied to conflict prevention in the Ferghana Valley. See
Madeleine Reeves, “Locating danger: konflikiologtia and the search for fixity in the
Ferghana Valley bordedands.” Central Asinn Survey 24 (1), 2005: 67-81

31. See Mirivili, 247274, for a fascinating analysis of such “border subjectivity”
in the contemporary Balkan context,

32. Bourdieu, 69.




