Here are the student-generated potential questions for the final exam.

1. Explain van Gennep's theory of "rites of passage" as it applies to Chavez.
2. What kind of sampling method does Chavez use?  Explain what this method is and the associated difficulties Chavez had in finding a sample.
3. How does world systems theory apply to Chavez's book?
4. How does Chavez refer to his book's subjects (what does he call them) and why?

5. What is liminal space?  Give a specific example.

6. Use Reeves' article to comment on the role of borders in US-Mexican relations.

7. Use a theory we've studied to critique Chavez's book.

8. How does illegal migration affect family dynamics in Mexico and America?

9. How does being undocumented affect employment opportunities?

10. What does Green Valley represent to undocumented workers?

11. What ethical problem did Wardlow face during her studies of the women?

12. What problems with participation did Wardlow encounter? 

13. How does Wolf's World Systems THeory apply to Wardlow's ethnography?

14. How does Geertz apply to Wardlow's ethnography?

15. Why is New Guinea so important to anthropologists?

16. Explain the difference between individual and dividual

17. What is agency and negative agency and what is an example of agency used in Wardlow's ethnography?

18. What is practice theory?

19. Why did some women in Wardlow's ethnography cut their fingers and commit suicide?

20. Explain the three main definitions of discourse

21. Explain the importance of bridewealth in Wardlow's ethnography and how its importance is changing

22. What is a passenger meri? Why was being with a passenger meri dangerous for men?

23. What is a dawe anda?

24. How does Wardlow incorporate the role of pasinjer meri versus tradition into the theory of structure versus agency? 

25. In what way do pasinjer meri change the structure of their culture with their agency? Be specific.  

26. Why is the title Wayward Women appropriate for this book?

27. Explain how Alfred Gell's article on the Muria Gonds can be read from an interpretivist perspective.

28. Explain how Alfred Gell’s article on the Muria Gonds can be read from a structural functionalist perspective. 

29. Explain why spending within society requires cultural codes, with regards to Gell’s article. 

30. Why is consumption seen as a symbolic act in Gell's article?

31. In Sri Lanka, why do people spend money on commodities like televisions and garages even though they do not have electricity or cars?

32. Why is the study of sex a methodological program for anthropology? 

33. What makes sex different from gender? 

34. Define sex, gender, and sexual orientation.

35. How is human sexual reproduction different from other mammals?

36. How are human females different from other primates?  Who do these differences suggest about their reproductive strategies?

37. How are human males different from other primates?  What do these differences suggest about their reproductive strategies?

38. What does Nanda say is the 3rd gender? 

39. What are some advantages with Levine's fraternal polyandrous marriages? 

40. How would Levine critique the structural functionalism in Herdt?

41. Herdt suggests that when warfare ceases to exist, the nosebleeding ritual in Sambia will as well. Explain his argument from a structural functionalist point of view.

42. What are the ethical issues surrounding Herdt's fieldwork?

43. Explain how there is only one race for humans. 

44. Why do humans look so different from each other if we are all 99.9% genetically the same? 

45. Why can't Cornell West get a cab?

46. What does it mean to say race is a “social fact?”

47. How man races are there?

48. How does a person's social network affect his/her perception of race? How does the housing market play a role in racism?

49. How would Levine critique Herdt? 

50. Explain Weismantel’s argument about “reproductive time.”

51. How do the Moche see the relationship between sex and reproduction?  How does the Moche understanding contrast with contemporary American understandings?

52. From what perspective does Shostak write her ethnography? What are the advantages / disadvantages of using this method?

53. Provide some examples of how Shostak shows the reader the "imponderabilia" of everyday life. 

54. Why is Nisa a good candidate for Shostak to interview? Why is she a bad person to interview?

55. How does Shostak's "Life in the Bush" demonstrate interpretivism?

56. In what way do Gordon and Douglas differ in perspective from Shostak? How does their writing reflect  that difference?

57. Where does this ethnography take place?

58. What is Gordon/Douglas 's opinion on the term BUSHMEN? Do they believe these people to be primitive?

59. The theory demonstrated in this ethnography is (BLANK). Explain. 

60. Outline World Systems Theory -- how does it apply to the Bushmen?

61. How does the point of view Shostic's [sic] piece is written in differ from the other ethnographies we have read?
62. What are 3 names for the group of people [sic] Shostic [sic] studies?

63. How does shostic [sic] challenge Lee's social idea od sharing in the Dolbe society?

64. What is the role of children in Dolbe society?

65. How can world systems theory be appplied to the increasingly materialistic "bushmen"?

66. How have the dolbe [sic] been mistreated in Africa/how has the push for indeendence [sic] affected how they live?

67. Why is the term "bushmen" [sic] considered derragatory [sic]?

68. What type of fieldnotes does Crawford give at the end of the chapter? What does this do for the book? Why is it different from other fieldwork?

69. How do economists interpret anthropology? What techniques do they use? What is wrong with it - though the eye's of Crawford? 

70. Explain how households organize Tadrar. Why are they important?

71. How does capitalist [sic] expand? And why capitalism? What does capitalism destroy? 

72. What anthropological theories does Crawford use to verify his point in the chapter? 

73. What is the effect of people moving from Tadrar to Marrakech? 

74. Where does Crawford's field work take place, and where is it on the map? 

75. According to Crawford, why do economists fail to understand globalization?
76. The notion of suffering is a concept that is rather prevalent in this ethnography, the idea being that one must understand a person you must understand their suffering. What schools of thought are reflected in this sentiment?

77. In our society today we have made almost everything into a commodity, even love. What theme/themes is/are present in this idea (i.e. Marxism, interpretivism, ect.)

78. What are the problems associated with relying so heavily on interviews as a primary source of information?

79. What theoretical perspective does Ibarra take in this ethnography?  

80. List three people that we studied whose view of cultural relativism can be seen in their works and list examples to back up your choices.

81. Pick two anthropologists and explain how participant observation either helped or hurt the research they were conducting. Be specific. 

82. Why do anthropologists love hunter/gatherers? 

83. Were there any readings in which you thought the author ignored the world systems theory? Explain.

84. How would Levine critique teh [sic] structural functionalist argument in Heartz [sic]?
85. In what other articles besides "Wayward Women" by Holly Wardlow did you see the structure vs. agency conflict?
86. List the five most important things you learned in this class, in order of importance.  Explain your choices.
Some late questions: 

What were the good effects of the agricultural revolution?  What were 

the bad effects?  What does Marx have to say about the agricultural 

revolution?

What is the key shift in the industrial revolution?  What are the 

effects of this shift?

What is a high-yielding variety?  How has it fueled the green 

revolution?  How did it change the way humans relate to their food 

source?

How does lansing use the functionalist theory in talking about the 

water temples? 

What is a subak and how do they effect the agricultural system in Bali?

What effects did using high-yielding variety crops have on Bali's 

agricultural system?  Why didn't it work?

How can Eric Wolf's world systems theory be seen in Lansing?

